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In this course we will learn about key elements of Australian society, history and culture
through the lens of race, specifically looking at the topics of multiculturalism and
Indigenous Australians. To do this we will use various methods and materials such as official
statistics, newspaper articles, movies, music, and other online resources. Important
background information will also be presented in a lecture format. Although this course
focuses primarily on the region of Australia, there will also be opportunities to use this
learning as a foundation to investigate similar issues in New Zealand, Canada and the USA.
Students will also be encouraged to reflect upon multiculturalism and indigenous issues as
they relate to Japan. Various levels and types of language support will be made available as
necessary in consultation with students.

ALl classes will be taught in English.
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1. To gain and be able to express a reasonable understanding of Australia in relation to the
topics covered in this course.

2. To be able to use a variety of methods and English-language resources to learn about
Australia’s history, society and culture.

tffi?g 3. To be able to apply the skills and knowledge you have gained in this class to conduct your
own research.
4. To be able to present information that you have researched and analyzed.
5. To be able to apply your skills and knowledge to learn about similar issues in other
countries, specifically New Zealand, Canada, the USA, and Japan.
IEFEEY | To be able to achieve the standard level goals with a higher degree of confidence and
LAJL | fluency, and with a greater depth of analysis and critical thinking.
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Course Introduction: An introduction to the course, the field of area studies, and Australia.
% 12 | Public Holidays 1: Before investigating the public holidays of Australia, we will look at the
public holidays of Japan, and what they tell us about Japanese society, culture and history.
Public Holidays 2
552108 | Gain an initial insight into Australian society, history and culture through an analysis of
its public holidays.
Public Holidays 3
53108 | Gain a brief insight into New Zealand, Canadian and American society, history and culture, in
contrast with that of Australia and Japan, through an analysis of their public holidays.
Multiculturalism in Australia 1
24108 | Gain an initial understanding of multiculturalism in Australia through analysis and
discussion of official statistics, with a focus on statistics on demographics.
Multiculturalism in Australia 2
2 51[E | Gain an initial understanding of multiculturalism in Australia through analysis and
discussion of official statistics, with a focus on statistics on public attitudes.
Multiculturalism in Australia 3
%5 62 | Learn about the history of multiculturalism in Australia and recent attitudes towards
multiculturalism through an English lecture.
Multiculturalism in Australia 4
- As a class we will read an authentic news article on multiculturalism in Australia. Students
w10 | : : . :
will also learn how to read newspaper articles and deal with unknown information and
concepts.
Multiculturalism in Australia 5
We will discuss the multiculturalism related topic introduced in the news article read in the
558103 | previous week and go over any difficulties faced while reading the article.
Review and reflection on our learning about multiculturalism in Australia, and preview of the
next unit of work on Indigenous Australians.
- Indigenous Australians 1
=0k We will watch the movie "Rabbit Proof Fence” and start to learn about the Stolen Generation.
10 [E | Indigenous Australians 2
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Learn about the history of the oppression of Indigenous Australians, Indigenous activism, and
current attitudes in Australian society through an English lecture.

Indigenous Australians 3
Z110E [ We will look more at some of the key issues for Indigenous Australians through an exploration
of music.

Indigenous Australians 4
55122 | After completing the activity from the previous week, we will look at some other examples of
Indigenous Australian music.

Indigenous Australians 5
5 13[E | Learn about some examples of Indigenous Australian culture through an English lecture and
various online multimedia resources.

Presentations 1
25142 | Students will present the results of their original research. Self and peer assessment and
reflection.

Presentations 2 & Course Overview
25 15[ | Students will present the results of their original research. Self and peer assessment and

reflection.
S There is no textbook for this class. Materials will be distributed in class or via Google
Classroom.
SEK
= - 3
/7=
o These will be introduced in class as necessary.
MEFOD
B
SRRE St
9574
sty Feedback will be given orally in class or via Google Classroom.
IDFiE
0 It’s important to try to go beyond stereotypes and superficial understandings of countries
e and regions. It takes time and effort to gain a deep and nuanced understanding of a country,
5 ax and this is impossible to achieve through just one course. I hope this course sparks your
. interest in area studies, and gives you some initial skills that you can use to pursue your

own interests.




