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The aim of this course is to further develop the skills from the second year English
Discussion course and to develop research skills through the use of challenge-based
learning. Topics will be examined in an active-learning environment where the students will
discuss current topics in depth and carry out research to gain a better understanding of the

issues associated with each topic. Students are expected to work collaboratively on the
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various projects, then share their findings with class members using presentations and
discussions in order to offer ways to resolve or better understand the challenges that each
topic faces.

Note: ALl classes will be taught in English.

This course will be taught using active
. ﬁ%ﬁ MMM@ activities. Students will need to
> participate fully to make the most of all
activities.
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It is hoped that students will:
1. improve their ability to discuss matters of substance.

. be able to work collaboratively with others to produce a final outcome.
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3. improve their research skills and their ability to present their findings.
4. find creative ways to solve problems in a variety of situations.
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It is expected that students will share their opinions during discussions. They should
participate actively in all group work and discussions. Students must research each topic in

depth and present their findings and conclusions as part of a team.

An ideal student is one who freely shares their opinions during discussions. They take the

lead in discussions and help get everyone involved. They research a topic deeply and are able
to present the material in a clear and easy to understand manner.
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Research, hold discussions, and collaborate on short projects.

RRETE
Course Orientation. Explanation of "Project Work”. What is a Project? Practice activity
for project-making. Explanation of personal project assignment.
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Topic 1. Kitakyushu and the Environment: Research project as basis for own project.
Explanation of research basics.

Collaborating on Research Content. Sharing research material. Forming group research
outline for "Environmental Solutions in Kitakyushu”.

Future Planning: Creating an environmental protection plan for Kitakyushu.

Presentations of plans to the class. Discussion of outcomes of each project.

Topic 2. Health. Presentation of real world problems. Group work to select project focus
from topics offered.

Finding solutions. Researching the problem. Sharing ideas.

Creating posters and giving a poster session about the group topic.

Topic 3. Businesses and SDGs. The impact of businesses on the environment. Research and
report.

Designing for Sustainability. Planning a business with a small footprint that fosters
SDG awareness.

Crowd-funding. Sharing group plans for businesses to procure funding from other members.

Topic 4. Society and Relationships. The changes in relationships and the effect on
society. Background research.

Sharing research material. Choosing one problem area and formulating possible solutions.
Create video presentations.

Peer evaluation of the project videos. Follow-up discussions. Final preparations for
personal project submissions.

Submission and presentation of personal projects.

All materials will be provided by the teacher and the students.
The course is hosted on My Study, so students will need to access the site to view
materials.

English/Japanese Dictionary
Internet enabled device
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The teacher will provide regular feedback on progress and grades. Students can request
grade status updates at any time.

Students will also participate in peer-feedback sessions—both giving to and receiving
feedback from other students.

Students should be prepared to use the skills they acquired in previous discussion,
presentation, and media classes.

To get the most out of this class students should be ready to learn from and share with

their classmates. Sharing their opinions and the materials they gathered will be

invaluable. Preparing for class activities in a timely manner will also help for a
better learning environment during class time.




