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This course will focus on cultural and lifestyle comparisons. The students will be required to work
individually or in groups researching and analyzing information about different areas around the world, then
presenting their results in front of the class. The students should look for information on the Internet,
school library, or other resources. The students should compare their results with the results of other
- groups, and then discuss how this compares to the situation in Japan.
REME
NOTE:
1. All classes will be taught in English.
2. All classes will be conducted online. For online classes, students will need to have an Internet—capable
device and access to the Internet. You will also need to install the Zoom app (freely available). Students will
need to access the course page on Moodle to check their Zoom times and access details.
Students taking this course will work towards these “Can do...” goals:
— I can gain an understanding of the environment, history, religions and social structures of different
RPN cultures
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L = — I can complete comprehensive Internet research
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— I can prepare and give presentations on my own or in groups
— I can deepen my understanding of international cooperation, multiculturalism, and globalization

— 1 can compare my own culture and lifestyle with that of people living in other countries
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An ideal student for this class will have an inquiring mind that Students in this class need to prepare and practice
looks deeper than the superficial data and information found on presentations each week that give a clear insight into the
the Internet. It is important in this class to look at the concepts being discussed. Students are expected to research
information gained from research objectively, and then make material from a wide range of sources to prepare for these
your own interpretations and conclusions. presentations.
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Introduction: An overview of the course Demonstration, Complete research. Prepare 60
1 explanation presentation
Tourism: Tourism locations, promotion of tourism Presentation, Complete research. Prepare 60
2 discussion, presentation
feedback
Geography: Geographical structures, climate, cities Presentation, Complete research. Prepare 60
3 discussion, presentation
feedback
History: Forming of nations and states, cohabitation Presentation, Complete research. Prepare 60
4 and conflicts discussion, presentation
feedback
Politics: Comparing different political systems Presentation, Complete research. Prepare 60
5 discussion, presentation
feedback
Economics: Researching international active Presentation, Complete research. Prepare 60
6 companies, cooperation between different economies | discussion, presentation
feedback
Society: Basic data and current issues, like Presentation, Complete research. Prepare 60
7 education, the role of women, class, poverty discussion, presentation
feedback
Minorities: Integration of minorities into the majority | Presentation, Complete research. Prepare 60
8 society and preservation of values, languages and discussion, presentation
cultural heritages of the minorities feedback
Culture: Traditional culture and the structure Presentation, Complete research. Prepare 60
9 supporting these cultural activities discussion, presentation
feedback
Religion and festivals Presentation, Complete research. Prepare 60
10 discussion, presentation
feedback
Music, dance and performing arts Presentation, Complete research. Prepare 60
11 discussion, presentation
feedback
Language and literature Presentation, Complete research. Prepare 60
12 discussion, presentation
feedback
Youth culture: Looking at the lifestyle of the youth in | Presentation, Complete research. Prepare 60
13 an international environment discussion, presentation
feedback
Final presentation: Free choice of country and topic, | Presentation, Complete research. Complete 60
14 complete a full presentation from many different discussion, self—evaluation
points of view feedback
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Many students have weak knowledge of geographical location, or regional identities and religions. Before

beginning this course, you should do some general reading on countries and cultures around the world.
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For online classes, lectures and discussions will be completed using Zoom, while follow—up assignments,

quizzes, and journals will be completed on our Moodle website at {http://seinan—jo.com/my-study}
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All materials will be supplied by the teacher, or found during your own research
A dictionary is useful

A device with internet access
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To get something concrete out of this class, you need to develop the ability to focus your research and look
deeper, trying to form your own conclusions based on the information you find. You also need to learn to

avoid stereotypes, as these taint your view of what you are researching.
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As assessment in this course is ongoing, we strongly recommend you keep up with your coursework
throughout the semester. Your teacher will give you regular updates on your progress, so use this

information to motivate yourself to higher achievement.
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