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This course is a continuation of what was started in the first semester. Once again, we will be using Critical Thinking as
the basis for the activities we do in class. In this task—based course, we will be looking at topics that are relevant to your
lives, and discussing them using critical thinking skills—in other words, not WHAT to think, but HOW to think. Not only
will you be students, but you will also be expected to take on the roles of researchers, designers, presenters, leaders,
B m aer Ieven teachers. | | | | | ) -
Within each class, we will examine a current topic from a number of perspectives. We will also look at a specific critical
thinking skill, and see how we can apply it to that topic. In preparation for the classes, you will be expected to research
material related to the topic, and be prepared to discuss it in English in the class.
During the semester, you will once again be working on a personal project. You will present this at the end of the course
to show how your skills of critical thinking have developed through the semester.
Students taking this course will work towards these “Can do...” goals:
1.I can examine current global and cultural issues and discuss them in a meaningful manner
0 NE R R E 21 can d.o research to prepare presentjations ff)r.the class |
FEEE 3. can discuss and evaluate the material that is introduced in class
41 can actively participate in course planning
5.I can objectively self-evaluate my own performance in this class
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An ideal student in this class is someone who is not reluctant to | Students in this class must use English for all activities,
offer ideas, be original, speak their opinion, or be flexible. They including to their classmates. As a lot of the class will revolve
must also be committed to using English in all class situations. around group work, participation is very important.
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Course introduction: What did we learn in semester 1? | Discussions, Using problem solving 30-60
’ How can we apply these skills this semester? collaboration, group | activities to review strategies. | mins
work, consensus
building
Topic 8: Etiquette in the digital age Looking at Using advice columns 30-60
2 analogies mins
Topic 8: Etiquette in the digital age Presenting own Presentations, surveys, and 30-60
3 ideas discussions mins
Topic 9: American military bases in Japan Looking at logical Using interviews to find 30-60
4 fallacies information and form opinions | mins
Topic 9: American military bases in Japan Presenting own Presentations, surveys, and 30-60
o ideas discussions mins
Topic 10: Merit—based pay. Looking at drawing | Using blog posts to examine 30-60
6 inferences issues mins
Topic 10: Merit—based pay. Presenting own Presentations, surveys, and 30-60
7 ideas discussions mins
Topic 11: Taxes Looking at “the Using debates to form 30-60
8 slippery slope” opinions mins
Topic 11: Taxes Presenting own Presentations, surveys, and 30-60
9 ideas discussions mins
Topic 12: Living together before marriage. Looking at “ad Examining both sides of an 30-60
10 hominem” — issue mins
personal attacks
Topic 12: Living together before marriage. Presenting own Presentations, surveys, and 30-60
11 ideas discussions mins
Topic 13: Animal rights Looking at “the Using petitions to shape 30-60
12 slippery slope” opinion mins
Topic 14: Hosting the Olympics Looking at “red Examining both sides of an 30-60
13 herrings” issue mins
Topic 14: Hosting the Olympics Presenting own Presentations, surveys, and 30-60
14 ideas discussions mins
Preparing for personal presentations Listening, Writing reflection journal, 30-60
15 presenting, preparing for final evaluation. | mins
responding, giving
feedback
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All of you have opinions about many of the issues we face in life. Often those opinions will be based on fact,

but we also draw opinions based on experience, the influence of others, and our personal beliefs. This class will

FE AR AE try to help us all be more obj

(From Semester 1) Think Smart [Michael Hood — Kinseido — ISBN 978-4-7647-4043-3]
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A dictionary may be helpful.
SERZ - %~ | A smartphone, tablet, or PC doing research
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This is not a class in which you can sit back and let others do the work. Nor is it a class where speaking
English only to the teacher is enough. In this class, you will be expected to participate fully in English in all

parts of the programme.
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Assessment will be ongoing and will be accessible throughout the course from our website. Therefore, you
need to keep up—to—date with everything we have done in this class to help with your evaluation. There will

also be a final evaluation during the test




