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This active learning course is divided into discussion and presentation based learning. Through active listening and reading
comprehension activities, students have the opportunity to learn about relevant social issues which are currently being discussed on a
global level. After gaining an understanding of an issue, students are guided through intermediate level discussion and information
gathering activities, and learn key language to express individual opinions as well as respond and react to opposing opinions and
conflicting ideas. Finally, students are encouraged to prepare and present on the specific topic using the language and knowledge they
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20% and a final test 20%. Final grades were mostly in the 60-80% range.

Assessment was based on attendance 10%, completion of weekly homework assignments 20%, online presentations 30%, unit quizzes
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Students took advantage of helping and receiving help from other class members in small, private group settings. Good student
dynamics help to create a positive and "safe" group atmoshpere in which students could feel more comfortable taking risks when
expressing themselves in English. This, in turn, contributed to a high level of participation and increased understanding of the material.
With online studies, students were also encouraged to move outside of their usual cohort group to practice various forms of information
gathering techniques which could be used with friends, family members and across-generations to gather ideas on the assigned topic.
From this, students created original presentations which they practiced, presented and received feedback from the teacher. Due to the

large number of students in the class, presentations were restricted to 2 minutes, thus limiting the depth and scope of topic research.
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Online language acquisition and presentation classes can be especially difficult for both teachers and students. Teachers must pay
attention to each student and ensure that they are actively involved and completing activities as requested. Students must
communicate more efficiently and effectively with their teacher and classmates in order to confirm understanding or reach out for help.
With small breakout rooms and strict attention, both teachers and students can be successful if diligent.
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The teacher's strict attention to attendance taking as well as weekly grading and active monitoring of homework is an absolute
necessity with online learning as some students need more teacher encouragement, reminding and pressure in order to keep up on
assignments without the assistance of an in-class friend group. This requires and added committment by the teacher outside of regular
class time which can be difficult when attending to so many students, in a variety of classes at various univerisities. Time management

skills, organizational skills, and teaching experience are key to achieving good outcomes.
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The first term course focused on providing Tourism Department students with an opportunity to improve their ability to translate
Japanese culture for tourists and anyone else interested in learning about Japanese culture. We used the textbook "This Is Japan"

(Macmillan), which focuses on traditional aspects of Japanese culture through the experiences of an exchange student and a home
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scores were well-balanced from the 60s through the 90s.

Students were assessed on passive participation, weekly class tasks,and presentations (80%) and a final assessment (20%). Student
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The skills being practiced were both practical and useful. The average student took the opportunity to improve their skill set.
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Goals for the next academic year will be to integrate the huge amount of additional blended learning materials created over the past
year and a half. New approaches and skills were required to successfully plan, distribute, monitor and collect the productive output of
the students. This was achieved while also accurately tracking and assessing every single student up to the usual standards under the
extremely difficult circumstances of the COVID-19 pandemic. | am very proud of what has been achieved the past year and a half on
behalf of the students.

7. RERIEHE & RFEICRIT TORE

FERRR D FFERVEHE & BREE BRL 2T 0,

The workload this term was easily double that of a usual term, but the results of the work have been remarkably successful. | look
forward to returning to face-to-face classes after working so hard to maintain the academic standards of the university under such
extreme circumstances.
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