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This continuation of the first term course focused on providing students with an opportunity to improve their ability to explain Japanese
culture to tourists and anyone else interested in learning about Japanese culture. We used the textbook "This Is Japan" (Macmillan),

which focuses on traditional aspects of Japanese culture through the experiences of an exchange student and a home stay family.
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majority of students received scores in the 70s and 80s.

Students were assessed on 4 criteria (passive participation 15%, active participation 47%, homework 13%, and a final test 25%). The
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Student interest was evident, and the skills being practiced (DP5) were both practical and useful. The average student took the
opportunity to improve their skill set.
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Goals for the next academic year include more frequent homework assignments and quizzes to improve student focus. In addition, more
preliminary writing practice using the target language should improve the average student's skill level.
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| continue to feel that a class limit of 30 students would allow for a more productive student/teacher ratio, and more focused classroom
energy.
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This course is divided into discussion and presentation based learning.
practiced intermediate to high level language comprehension. Students also learned to formulate and express individual opinions, while

at the same time learning to positively respond and react to opposing opinions and conflicting ideas. After extensive textbook related

By listening and reading about relevant social issues, students

activities and discussion of the issue, students were encouraged to prepare and present on the current topic in front of the class.
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20%. Final grades were mostly in the 60-80% range.

Assessment was based on attendance 10%, active participation 20%, homework and presentations 30%, quizzes 20% and a final test
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Students took advantage of helping and receiving help from other class members, by working together in small groups. Good classroom
dynamics created a positive and "safe" class atmoshpere in which students felt more comfortable taking risks when expressing

themselves in English. This, in turn, contributed to a high level of participation and increased understanding of the material.
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This semester saw less than 30 students, down from 60, making it much easier to manage the active learning environment.

Communication based activities were largely successful, and students were much better able to self-regulate, making for a good
learning environment.
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Loosening of the student seating plan allowed for a better mixing of students adding variety to the communication based activities.
Monitoring of homework and assignments were also much more managable, and more inidividual attention was given to weaker
students.
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