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This course is separated into two sections: Skills and Communication. For this class, I taught “Skills”. We used the textbook “Four Corners 1” (Cambridge), which
guides students through practical exercises aimed at improving spoken English skills. Students engaged in listening practice, dialogue drills, information gap
exercises, role plays, reading comprehension, and vocabulary building for the second half of the textbook.
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Students were assessed on 5 criteria (passive participation 15%, active participation 45%, homework 20%, and a final test 20%). The average student received a
grade in the 75-90 range.
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Students were very enthusiastic, positive, and willing to learn. This positive outlook contributed to a high level of participation and increased understanding of the
material. Opportunities to build skills (DP5) were provided throughout the course with many students taking advantage of the opportunity to learn.
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Goals for the next term include continuing to improve integration of supplementary materials into the current curriculum and increasing opportunities for
kinesthetic learning (space permitting).
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Streamlining and improving note taking and completion of class preparation exercises will improve the accuracy of individual assessment and keep students
focused on class objectives.
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This first term course focused on providing Tourism Department students with an opportunity to improve their ability to explain Japanese culture to tourists and
anyone else interested in learning about Japanese culture. We used the textbook “This Is Japan” (Macmillan), which focuses on traditional aspects of Japanese

culture through the experiences of an exchange student and a home stay family.
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Students were assessed on 4 criteria passive participation 30%, class tasks 23%, class preparation 22%, and a final test 25%). The majority of students received

scores in the 70s to 80s.
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The skills being practiced (DP5) were both practical and useful. The average student took advantage of the opportunity to improve their skill set.
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Goals for the next academic year will include more focused class preparation assignments and quizzes to improve student focus. In addition, more preliminary
writing practice using the target language should improve the average student’s skill level.
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I am glad that the two departments each have their own class as this improves the learning opportunities for all.
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